
 

Monday 6th April 2020 

 

 

City of Greater Geelong Councillors 
PO Box 104  
GEELONG VICTORIA 3220 
 

 

 

Dear City of Greater Geelong Councillors, 

Geelong Federal and State Members of Parliament request that the City of 

Greater Geelong reinstate the 576 staff recently stood down under the 

guise of the COVID-19 crisis. 

  

The COVID-19 crisis has rapidly brought unprecedented challenges both for 

governments and society, while having a profound effect on the lives of 

Geelong residents. 

  

Under the guise of COVID-19, it is unacceptable that the City of Great Geelong 

Council has stood down nearly 600 members of its workforce. The community 

expect better than this - they expect leadership and compassion from their 

elected representatives.  

 

Hume and Ballarat City Councils considered the same course of action 

however withdrew their decision until after Easter, after consultation with the 

Australian Services Union (ASU). 

  

In a heartless decision, the City of Greater Geelong has acted 

prematurely and has not taken the time to consult with the ASU or its workforce 

on other options such as redeployment.  

  

Redeployment of council staff would demonstrate leadership to the region, 

while supplementing areas such as essential services for vulnerable groups or 

other much needed COVID-19 related undertakings. 

  

Federal and State Governments continue to make difficult but 

significant budgetary decisions to address the COVID-19 crisis with an 

extraordinary level of investment.  

 



We recognise that all levels of Government need to be working 

together, sharing the load in order to support our residents. 
  
As representatives of Geelong, we value local government as an important tier 
of government. The City of Greater Geelong provides a crucial service to 
their communities, especially in times of need. The recent decision to stand 
down workers will have dire consequences on the Geelong community both 
socially and economically at a time when we can least afford it. 
  

The lack of respect for these 576 staff that Council has stood down, at this time 

of crisis, is appalling.  

  

It is imperative that COGG reinstate every one of the staff members stood down 

and redeploy them in meaningful tasks to assist during this COVID-19 crisis 

and to work constructively with the ASU moving forward. 

  

We look forward to your response.  
.  

Richard Marles, Member for Corio 

Libby Coker, Member for Corangamite 

Christine Couzens, Member for Geelong 

John Eren, Member for Corio 

Lisa Neville, Member for Bellarine 

Darren Cheeseman, Member for South Barwon 

Gayle Tierney, Member for Western Victoria 

 

 


